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Session 3 - The Manipulating Tongue

2 Corinthians 4:1-2 (MSG)
“Since God has so generously let us in on what he is doing, we’re not about to throw up our hands and walk off the job just because we run into occasional hard times. We refuse to wear masks and play games. We don’t maneuver and manipulate behind the scenes. And we don’t twist God’s Word to suit ourselves. Rather, we keep everything we do and say out in the open, the whole truth on display, so that those who want to can see and judge for themselves in the presence of God.”

Definition of manipulate: Handle or control (a tool, mechanism, etc.), typically in a skillful manner; Control or influence (a person or situation) cleverly, unfairly, or unscrupulously.
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/manipulate


Manipulation is a form of lying. When someone speaks falsely for the purpose of deception, they are being manipulative. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-manipulation.html

Manipulation is an attempt to subtly influence someone’s behavior in order to achieve a desired outcome. 

Manipulators are masters at exploiting the fears, weaknesses, and insecurities of others. Manipulators have controlling personalities and simply feel that they know what’s best for all concerned. They have a hard time accepting the fact that other people have a free will and a right to make good or bad decisions for their lives.






The _________________ for manipulation 

Manipulation is a crafty use of the tongue and a self-perpetuating vice. People who use such tactics have self-serving motives. 

Judges 16:5 (NIV)
5 The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “See if you can lure him into showing you the secret of his great strength and how we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels[a] of silver.”

Delilah manipulated Samson for financial gain.

Other reasons:
People can be manipulative because of their own emotional wounds, pain, or immaturity. 

The Master style: This person comes across as the one in charge, and it’s your job to do what they want without question. They tend to be pushy and easily angered. They’re a bully. Force is their primary tactic — but they might also sweet-talk you into submission with mesmerizing charm.

The Savior style: The person has done something for you and believes that, because they “saved” you (from whatever), you owe them a debt of gratitude forever and are expected to do things their way. 

The Victim style: To play the victim so that you can give in to their wishes and demands.

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/get-help/how-to-deal-with-manipulative-people/

The __________ of manipulation 

Judges 16:10 (NIV)
10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have made a fool of me; you lied to me. Come now, tell me how you can be tied.”

Judges 16:13 (NIV)
3 Delilah then said to Samson, “All this time you have been making a fool of             me and lying to me. Tell me how you can be tied.”



Judges 16:15-16(NLT)

15 Then Delilah pouted, “How can you tell me, ‘I love you,’ when you don’t share your secrets with me? You’ve made fun of me three times now, and you still haven’t told me what makes you so strong!”
16 She tormented him with her nagging day after day until he was sick to death of it.

2 Timothy 3:1-6 (NIV)
But mark this: there will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.
6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7 always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.

Here are some other signs of manipulation: 

Manipulators employ various tactics to get their way such as:
Flattering or over-complimenting
“Kissing up” 
Attempting to produce guilt by blaming or shaming
Feigning ignorance of relevant facts
Withholding information
Distorting the truth
Pretending to the hurt emotionally
Appealing to their victims’ insecurities
Practicing false humility
Making subtle threats
Crying
Nagging
Hinting or making indirect comments
Using financial enticements
Any other behavior that will tug at the emotions of their victims

The _____________ of manipulation
Manipulation can destroy not only a relationship but also a person’s life.




Judges 16:29-30 (NLT)
29 “Then Samson put his hands on the two center pillars that held up the temple. Pushing against them with both hands,30 he prayed, “Let me die with the Philistines.” And the temple crashed down on the Philistine rulers and all the people. So, he killed more people when than he had during his entire lifetime.”

Answer key:

The reason
The signs
The results

Today’s Prayer
Lord, I thank you that I am in right standing with You and that You surround me with favor.
Therefore, I have no need to manipulate anyone for personal gain or advantage. I will not let anyone manipulate me as well as I will speak the truth in love, In Jesus name, Amen!



Small Group Guidelines

1) Keep your sharing focused on your own thoughts and feelings.
2) Each person is free to express feelings without interruption.
3) We are here to support one another. We will not attempt to fix one another.
4) Privacy and confidentiality are basic requirements. What is shared in the group stays in the group. The only exception is when someone threatens to harm themselves or others. If that is shared, contact Pastor Mason or Lady Pam immediately.

Discussion Questions:

Read Judges 16:4-22. What was Delilah’s motive for manipulating Samson into telling her the secret to his great physical strength? What tactics did she use?

4-5 Some time later he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek (Grapes). Her name was Delilah. The Philistine tyrants approached her and said, “Seduce him. Discover what’s behind his great strength and how we can tie him up and humble him. Each man’s company will give you a hundred shekels of silver.”
6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me, dear, the secret of your great strength, and how you can be tied up and humbled.”
7 Samson told her, “If they were to tie me up with seven bowstrings—the kind made from fresh animal tendons, not dried out—then I would become weak, just like anyone else.”
8-9 The Philistine tyrants brought her seven bowstrings, not dried out, and she tied him up with them. The men were waiting in ambush in her room. Then she said, “The Philistines are on you, Samson!” He snapped the cords as though they were mere threads. The secret of his strength was still a secret.
10 Delilah said, “Come now, Samson—you’re playing with me, making up stories. Be serious; tell me how you can be tied up.”
11 He told her, “If you were to tie me up tight with new ropes, ropes never used for work, then I would be helpless, just like anybody else.”
12 So Delilah got some new ropes and tied him up. She said, “The Philistines are on you, Samson!” The men were hidden in the next room. He snapped the ropes from his arms like threads.
13-14 Delilah said to Samson, “You’re still playing games with me, teasing me with lies. Tell me how you can be tied up.”
He said to her, “If you wove the seven braids of my hair into the fabric on the loom and drew it tight, then I would be as helpless as any other mortal.”
When she had him fast asleep, Delilah took the seven braids of his hair and wove them into the fabric on the loom and drew it tight. Then she said, “The Philistines are on you, Samson!” He woke from his sleep and ripped loose from both the loom and fabric!
15 She said, “How can you say ‘I love you’ when you won’t even trust me? Three times now you’ve toyed with me, like a cat with a mouse, refusing to tell me the secret of your great strength.”
16-17 She kept at it day after day, nagging and tormenting him. Finally, he was fed up—he couldn’t take another minute of it. He spilled it.
He told her, “A razor has never touched my head. I’ve been God’s Nazirite from conception. If I were shaved, my strength would leave me; I would be as helpless as any other mortal.”
18 When Delilah realized that he had told her his secret, she sent for the Philistine tyrants, telling them, “Come quickly—this time he’s told me the truth.” They came, bringing the bribe money.
19 When she got him to sleep, his head on her lap, she motioned to a man to cut off the seven braids of his hair. Immediately he began to grow weak. His strength drained from him.
20 Then she said, “The Philistines are on you, Samson!” He woke up, thinking, “I’ll go out, like always, and shake free.” He didn’t realize that God had abandoned him.
21-22 The Philistines grabbed him, gouged out his eyes, and took him down to Gaza. They shackled him in irons and put him to the work of grinding in the prison. But his hair, though cut off, began to grow again.


Read Luke 20:20-26. List at least two manipulative tactics used by the spies who were sent by the Jewish religious leaders to trap Jesus into make an incriminating remark about paying taxes to the Roman government. How did Jesus respond?


20-22 Watching for a chance to get him, they sent spies who posed as honest inquirers, hoping to trick him into saying something that would get him in trouble with the law. So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you’re honest and straightforward when you teach, that you don’t pander to anyone but teach the way of God accurately. Tell us: Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
23-24 He knew they were laying for him and said, “Show me a coin. Now, this engraving, who does it look like and what does it say?”
25 “Caesar,” they said.
Jesus said, “Then give Caesar what is his and give God what is his.”
26 Try as they might, they couldn’t trap him into saying anything incriminating. His answer caught them off guard and left them speechless.






According to 2 Corinthians 4:2, how should we conduct ourselves?

2 Since God has so generously let us in on what he is doing, we’re not about to throw up our hands and walk off the job just because we run into occasional hard times. We refuse to wear masks and play games. We don’t maneuver and manipulate behind the scenes. And we don’t twist God’s Word to suit ourselves. Rather, we keep everything we do and say out in the open, the whole truth on display, so that those who want to can see and judge for themselves in the presence of God.


According to Romans 12:6-8, how should leaders conduct themselves?

6-8 If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, don’t take over; if you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you don’t get bossy; if you’re put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you’re called to give aid to people in distress, keep your eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let yourself get irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face.
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