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Session 2 - The Flattering Tongue

Jude 1:16-NLT
16 These people are grumblers and complainers, living only to satisfy their desires. They brag loudly about themselves, and they flatter others to get what they want.


Complimenting is sincere and unselfish. It is alright to give someone sincere compliments. However, when a person does it because they have an ulterior motive, it becomes flattery. 
Definition of flattery:
 flat·ter·y: /ˈfladərē/
excessive and insincere praise, given especially to further one's own interests.







Proverbs 29:5 (AMP) 
5  A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his own feet. 

Flattery is a lie covered in a bed of flowery words. Most people who engage in this dishonest communication do so to:

· Gain favor
· Gain acceptance
· Gain a tangible gift


I. Flattery __________________________
Proverbs 26:28 (AMP) 
28  A lying tongue hates those it wounds and crushes, and a flattering mouth works ruin.

II. Flattery ___________________________________

Proverbs 7:21-23 (NIV) 
21  With persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk. 
22  All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose 
23  till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life. 

Psalms 36:1-3 (NIV) 
1  An oracle is within my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
2  For in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin. 
3  The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful; he has ceased to be wise and to do good. 

Daniel 11:32 (NIV)
32 With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him.


III. Flattery __________________________________

Genesis 3:4-5 (AMP)
“But the serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die! For God knows that on the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened [that is, you will have greater awareness], and you will be like God, knowing [the difference between] good and evil.””


Romans 16:17-19 (NIV) 
17  I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 
18  For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. 
19  Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.




IV. Flattery _____________________________

Job 32:20-22 (NLT2) 
20  I must speak to find relief, so let me give my answers. 
21  I won’t play favorites or try to flatter anyone. 
22  For if I tried flattery, my Creator would soon destroy me.


How one responds to flattery is a clear sense of their self-worth. When a person is desperate for affirmation, appreciation, or acceptance, they are most susceptible to being manipulated by flattery. However, when you have a healthy appreciation of your own God-given talents and accomplishments, you will not be influenced by it.

What should we do?

1. Provide Honest criticism

Proverbs 28:23 (NLT2) 
23  In the end, people appreciate honest criticism far more than flattery. 

Ephesians 4:15 (AMP)
“But speaking the truth in love [in all things—both our speech and our lives expressing His truth], let us grow up in all things into Him [following His example] who is the Head—Christ.”

2. Avoid people who flatter

Romans 16:17-19 (NIV) 
17  I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 
18  For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. 
19  Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.

3. Remain humble and teachable

I Peter 5:5-6
5 In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you, dress yourselves in humility as you relate to one another, for
“God opposes the proud
    but gives grace to the humble.”[a]
6 So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor.


4. Please God

1 Thessalonians 2:4-6 (NLT2) 
4  For we speak as messengers approved by God to be entrusted with the Good News. Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines the motives of our hearts. 
5  Never once did we try to win you with flattery, as you well know. And God is our witness that we were not pretending to be your friends just to get your money! 
6  As for human praise, we have never sought it from you or anyone else.
	

Engaging in flattery is clear evidence of one’s lack of faith in God’s ability to give them favor with other people. 

Luke 2:52 (NIV)
52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.


Psalms 5:12 (NIV) 
12  For surely, O LORD, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a shield.

These bible heroes are examples of how God favors his people

· God favored Esther with the king (Esther 2)
· God favored Daniel and his friends and allowed them to choose their own diet (Daniel 1)
· God favored Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 39-41)

Answers:
1. Flattery is lying
2. Flattery can corrupt people
3. Flattery mask ulterior motives
4. Flattery is not pleasing to God









Small Group Guidelines

1) Keep your sharing focused on your own thoughts and feelings.
2) Each person is free to express feelings without interruption.
3) We are here to support one another. We will not attempt to fix one another.
4) Privacy and confidentiality are basic requirements. What is shared in the group stays in the group. The only exception is when someone threatens to harm themselves or others. If that is shared, contact Pastor Mason or Lady Pam.


Discussion questions:

1. Look at Acts 12:20-23. 
“Now Herod was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they sent a delegation to make peace with him because their cities were dependent upon Herod’s country for food. The delegates won the support of Blastus, Herod’s personal assistant, and an appointment with Herod was granted. When the day arrived, Herod put on his royal robes, sat on his throne, and made a speech to them. The people gave him a great ovation, shouting, “It’s the voice of a god, not of a man!” Instantly, an angel of the Lord struck Herod with a sickness, because he accepted the people’s worship instead of giving the glory to God. So he was consumed with worms and died.”
Acts of the Apostles‬ 
https://bible.com/bible/116/act.12.20-23.NLT

a. What flattering words did they use in an attempt to gain the kings favor?

b. What consequence did king Herod suffer as a result of accepting their flattery as the truth?

c. Why was God’s judgement so severe?


2. According to Psalms 5:12, what is the requirement for being surrounded with God’s favor?




3. What are some reasons why people engage in flattery to others? When a person engages in flattery what does that say about their faith in God to supply all their needs?



4. In the story of Joseph and Esther, summarize how the favor in their lives impacted the lives of others.



Prayer:
Lord, I know that I am fearfully and wonderfully made. I know that I am valuable in your sight. I know that I am favored by you. Since, I am wonderful, valuable, and favored, safeguard me from the deception of flattery and help me not to win others with flattery as well. In Jesus, name!
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