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Session 5 - The Divisive Tongue

Blessed are the peacemakers,
    for they will be called children of God.
Matthew 5:9 (NIV)

Introduction:

The definition of divisive is “tending to cause disagreement or hostility between people; creating disunity and dissension.”

Divide and conquer is one of Satan’s most effective strategies for hindering the effectiveness of any effort undertaken by two or more people.

He knows the power, synergy, and blessings that result when we work in harmony; therefore, he makes every effort to bring division. 

Divisiveness can be destructive. It can destroy churches, work environments, and relationships. 

However, it can be controlled. 


Withdraw _______________________________

Why?

It’s despised by God

Proverbs 6:16-19 (AMP)

These six things the Lord hates;
Indeed, seven are repulsive to Him:
A proud look [the attitude that makes one overestimate oneself and discount others], a lying tongue,
And hands that shed innocent blood,
A heart that creates wicked plans,
Feet that run swiftly to evil,
A false witness who breathes out lies [even half-truths],
And one who spreads discord (rumors) among brothers.


It destroys unity

1 Corinthians 1:10 (NIV)
10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,[a] in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.


Watch ___________________________________

Titus 3:10 (NIV)
10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them.

Romans 16:17 (NIV)
17 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.

	      Proverbs 16:28 (NLT)
     A troublemaker plants seeds of strife; gossip separates the best of friends.

     Proverbs 22:10 (MSG)
      10 Kick out the troublemakers and things will quiet down;    you need a break from bickering and griping!



How to overcome divisiveness: 

Resort ______________________

Ephesians 4:3-6 (NIV)
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 


Psalms 133:1 (NIV)
1 How good and pleasant it is
    when God’s people live together in unity!

Romans 12:18 (NIV)
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.


Resist ____________________. Remain alert to any temptation that would draw you into being divisive. Don’t indulge in certain conversations. Avoid divisive people.

Ephesians 6:10-18 (NIV)
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Prayer

                 Lord help me make every effort to speak words that promote
                    peace and refrain from any communication that creates disunity.
                      In Jesus's name, Amen!


Answer key:

Withdraw from those who cause division
It’s despised by God
It destroys unity

Watch those who cause division
Resort to keeping peace
b.   Resist Satan’s schemes



Small Group Guidelines

1) Keep your sharing focused on your own thoughts and feelings.
2) Each person is free to express feelings without interruption.
3) We are here to support one another. We will not attempt to fix one another.
4) Privacy and confidentiality are basic requirements. What is shared in the group stays in the group. The only exception is when someone threatens to harm themselves or others. If that is shared, contact Pastor Mason or Lady Pam immediately.


				Discussion Questions

According to Jude 1:19 MSG, what is the underlying reason that a person stirs up arguments and creates division?


Jude 1:17-19 (MSG)
17-19 But remember, dear friends, that the apostles of our Master, Jesus Christ,       told us this would happen: “In the last days there will be people who don’t take these things seriously anymore. They’ll treat them like a joke, and make a religion of their own whims and lusts.” These are the ones who split churches, thinking only of themselves. There’s nothing to them, no sign of the Spirit!

Jude 1:17-19 (AMP)
17 But as for you, beloved, remember the [prophetic] words spoken by the               apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They used to say to you, “In the last days there will be scoffers, following after their own ungodly passions.” 19 These are the ones who are [agitators] causing divisions—worldly-minded [secular, unspiritual, carnal, merely sensual—unsaved], devoid of the Spirit.



What are some practical ways we can avoid or influence people who are divisive?


How does a divisive tongue affect relationships?


James 3:18 (NIV) says, Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. What are the results of being a person who is a peacemaker? 
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