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Session 6 - The Argumentative Tongue

“Avoiding a fight is a mark of honor;
    only fools insist on quarreling.”
Proverbs 20:3 (NLT)

Introduction: 

Argumentative people can be seen directly resisting anyone whose viewpoint is different from theirs. This person engages in an exchange of diverging or opposing views, typically a heated or angry one (definition from Lexicon). Being argumentative is a futile use of the tongue and certainly not a way to win friends or influence people. One quarrelsome person can impact the peace and effectiveness of an entire group.


Why ____________________________________

James 4:1-3 (ERV)
“Do you know where your fights and arguments come from? They come from the selfish desires that make war inside you.2 You want things, but you don’t get them. So you kill and are jealous of others. But you still cannot get what you want. So you argue and fight. You don’t get what you want because you don’t ask God. 3 Or when you ask, you don’t receive anything, because the reason you ask is wrong. You only want to use it for your own pleasure.”


They think it’s normal. Many quarrelers grew up in homes where arguing was normal.

To bolster their own self-worth. They can only feel good about themselves by attacking others’ opinions. They don’t add value to someone’s life by showing them the error of their ways.

They enjoy it. They seem to stay on high alert for anything they can discuss that will get someone else on the defensive.

They are experiencing physical issues. For example, lack of sleep can increase arguments. A study that looked at couples in a laboratory found that even when one partner had gotten too little sleep, both partners were less likely to act warmly toward one another or resolve problems, and more likely to get into fights (Social Psychology and Personality Science). Another reason why people are more prone to argue is linked to hormonal changes. Hormonal changes  may affect mood which can cause people to be more argumentative.


What __________________________________________

It’s _______________

Proverbs 26:4-5 (TLB)
4-5 “When arguing with a rebel, don’t use foolish arguments as he does, or you will become as foolish as he is! Prick his conceit with silly replies!”

Proverbs 20:3 (AMP)
“It is an honor for a man to keep away from strife [by handling situations with thoughtful foresight],
But any fool will [start a] quarrel [without regard for the consequences].”

Proverbs 18:6 (ERV)
“Fools say things to start arguments. They are just asking for a beating.”



It _____________________________

Ephesians 5:6 (AMP)
6 "Let no one deceive you with empty arguments [that encourage you to sin], for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience [those who habitually sin].”

Proverbs 29:9 (TLB)
9 “There’s no use arguing with a fool. He only rages and scoffs, and tempers flare.”


It __________________________________


Proverbs 25:24 (MSG)
24 “Better to live alone in a tumbledown shack than share a mansion with a nagging spouse.”


Proverbs 18:19 (ERV)
19 “An insulted brother is harder to win back than a city with strong walls. Arguments separate people like the strong bars of a palace gate.”



How ___________________________________

Avoid ____________________

Titus 3:9 (TLB)
9 “Don’t get involved in arguing over unanswerable questions and controversial theological ideas; keep out of arguments and quarrels about obedience to Jewish laws, for this kind of thing isn’t worthwhile; it only does harm.”


2 Timothy 2:23-24 (ERV)
23 “Stay away from foolish and stupid arguments. You know that these arguments grow into bigger arguments. 24 As a servant of the Lord, you must not argue. You must be kind to everyone. You must be a good teacher, and you must be patient.”


Romans 14:1 (ERV)
“Be willing to accept those who still have doubts about what believers can do. And don’t argue with them about their different ideas.”


Be _______________________

Proverbs 13:2 (TLB)
2 The good man wins his case by a careful argument; the evil-minded only wants to fight.

Colossians 2:8 (MSG)
8-10 “Watch out for people who try to dazzle you with big words and intellectual double-talk. They want to drag you off into endless arguments that never amount to anything. They spread their ideas through the empty traditions of human beings and the empty superstitions of spirit beings. But that’s not the way of Christ. Everything of God gets expressed in Him, so you can see and hear Him clearly. You don’t need a telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope to realize the fullness of Christ, and the emptiness of the universe without Him. When you come to Him, that fullness comes together for you, too. His power extends over everything.”

Proverbs 13:10 (TLB)
10 “Pride leads to arguments; be humble, take advice, and become wise.”


Answer key:
Why do some people become quarrelers?

What does the Bible have to say about quarreling?

It’s foolish
It serves no purpose
It affects relationships

How should we handle quarrelers?

Avoid arguments
Be wise



Prayer:
Lord, teach me to resist becoming contentious by respecting
everyone’s right to have their own values and views.
Help me to be wise when dealing with a person
who is quarrelsome. In Jesus’s name, Amen.













Small Group Guidelines

1) Keep your sharing focused on your own thoughts and feelings.
2) Each person is free to express feelings without interruption.
3) We are here to support one another. We will not attempt to fix one another.
4) Privacy and confidentiality are basic requirements. What is shared in the group stays in the group. The only exception is when someone threatens to harm themselves or others. If that is shared, contact Pastor Mason or Lady Pam immediately.


Discussion Questions:

Paul admonishes us in 2 Timothy 2:23-25,

23 “Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights. 24 A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people. 25 Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth.”

In your own words, discuss the approach and attitude that Paul is suggesting for dealing with a quarreler.

Before reading this passage, describe how you would normally respond to a contentious person.


Why are some people argumentative?


According to Genesis 13:5-12 (AMP), What was the disagreement between Abraham and his nephew, Lot’s herdsman and how was it settled?

5 But Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 Now the land was not able to support them [that is, sustain all their grazing and water needs] while they lived near one another, for their possessions were too great for them to stay together. 7 And there was strife and quarreling between the herdsmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdsmen of Lot’s cattle. Now the Canaanite and the Perizzite were living in the land at that same time [making grazing of the livestock difficult].
8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife and disagreement between you and me, nor between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, because we are relatives. 9 Is not the entire land before you? Please separate [yourself] from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or if you choose the right, then I will go to the left.” 10 So Lot looked and saw that the valley of the Jordan was well watered everywhere—this was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah; [it was all] like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as you go to Zoar [at the south end of the Dead Sea]. 11 Then Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan, and he traveled east. So they separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot settled in the cities of the valley and camped as far as Sodom and lived there.

What topic do you find yourself arguing about the most? Does your stance on this topic have a biblical basis or is it a matter of personal preference?



Name one truth you found beneficial in this lesson.
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