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“Who, although He existed in the form and unchanging essence of God [as One with Him, possessing the fullness of all the divine attributes—the entire nature of deity], did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped or asserted [as if He did not already possess it, or was afraid of losing it]; but emptied Himself [without renouncing or diminishing His deity, but only temporarily giving up the outward expression of divine equality and His rightful dignity] by assuming the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men [He became completely human but was without sin, being fully God and fully man]. After He was found in [terms of His] outward appearance as a man [for a divinely-appointed time], He humbled Himself [still further] by becoming obedient [to the Father] to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also [because He obeyed and so completely humbled Himself], God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow [in submission], of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess and openly acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord (sovereign God), to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:6-11 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.2.6-11.AMP


The _________________ of Christ 

“God came to Earth”
“who, although He existed in the form and unchanging essence of God [as   One with Him, possessing the fullness of all the divine attributes—the entire nature of deity], did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped or asserted [as if He did not already possess it, or was afraid of losing it];”  (Philippians 2:6 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.2.6.AMP


A. What do people say?

B. What does the Bible say? 

Jesus is God

“He is the exact living image [the essential manifestation] of the unseen God [the visible representation of the invisible], the firstborn [the preeminent one, the sovereign, and the originator] of all creation. For by Him all things were created in Heaven and on Earth, [things] visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities; all things were created and exist through Him [that is, by His activity] and for Him.” (Colossians 1:15-16 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/col.1.15-16.AMP


“Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form,” (Philippians 2:6-7 NLT)

https://bible.com/bible/116/php.2.6-7.NLT


The ___________________ of Christ 

“God became a man”
“but emptied Himself [without renouncing or diminishing His deity, but only temporarily giving up the outward expression of divine equality and His rightful dignity] by assuming the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men [He became completely human but was without sin, being fully God and fully man].” (Philippians 2:7 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.2.7.AMP

“he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:8 NLT)

https://bible.com/bible/116/php.2.8.NLT

      He became like us, so He could one day die for us. 

      How did Jesus become like us?

 		   1.    He was born like us

“and she gave birth to her Son, her firstborn; and she wrapped Him in [swaddling] cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no [private] room for them in the inn. For this day in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord (the Messiah).” (Luke 2:7-11 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/luk.2.7-11.AMP

 		   2.    He grew like us
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

https://luke.bible/luke-2-52


  		  3.    He was tempted like us
“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:14-16 NIV)

https://bible.com/bible/111/heb.4.14-16.NIV

 		   4.    He suffered like us
“Now that we know what we have—Jesus, this great High Priest with ready access to God—let’s not let it slip through our fingers. We don’t have a priest who is out of touch with our reality. He’s been through weakness and testing, experienced it all—all but the sin. So let’s walk right up to him and get what he is so ready to give. Take the mercy, accept the help.” (Hebrews 4:14-16 MSG)

https://bible.com/bible/97/heb.4.14-16.MSG

“Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit.” (1 Peter 3:18 NLT)

https://bible.com/bible/116/1pe.3.18.NLT



Why did Jesus die?

   		 1.    To demonstrate God’s love
“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” (Romans 5:8 NLT)

https://bible.com/bible/116/rom.5.8.NLT

             2.    To pay for our sins
"He personally carried the load of our sins in his own body when he died on the cross, so that we can be finished with sin and live a good life." (1 Peter 2:24 (LB)

“He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed.” (1 Peter 2:24 NLT)

https://bible.com/bible/116/1pe.2.24.NLT


The _____________________ of Christ 

“For this reason also [because He obeyed and so completely humbled Himself], God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow [in submission], of those who are in Heaven and on Earth and under the Earth, and that every tongue will confess and openly acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord (sovereign God), to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.2.9-11.AMP

     Because He humbled Himself, God has done several things:

He has given Him the highest honor in the universe. 

B. He's honored above all else -- the highest place.

C. He has been given a new name. The name "Jesus" in New Testament times was a very common name. It wasn't unusual -- like John or Jim today. "Jesus" means "salvation is of the Lord." The Greek word is Joshua. That is why they had to distinguish which Jesus they were talking about -- Jesus of Nazareth, etc. 

D. When He was born, He was given many names: Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)






Answer Key:

The Descension of Christ
The Humiliation of Christ 
 The Exaltation of Christ 
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