Series: The Joy Series
(A Study Through the Book of Philippians)
     Title: Successful Christian Living
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     Pastor/Teacher: Dr. James H. Mason, III
     Philippians‬ 3:12-21‬ AMP‬‬‬‬


“Not that I have already obtained it [this goal of being Christlike] or have already been made perfect, but I actively press on so that I may take hold of that [perfection] for which Christ Jesus took hold of me and made me His own. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the [heavenly] prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature [pursuing spiritual perfection] should have this attitude. And if in any respect you have a different attitude, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us stay true to what we have already attained. Brothers and sisters, together follow my example and observe those who live by the pattern we gave you. For there are many, of whom I have often told you, and now tell you even with tears, who live as enemies of the cross of Christ [rejecting and opposing His way of salvation], whose fate is destruction, whose god is their belly [their worldly appetite, their sensuality, their vanity], and whose glory is in their shame—who focus their mind on earthly and temporal things. But [we are different, because] our citizenship is in heaven. And from there we eagerly await [the coming of] the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who, by exerting that power which enables Him even to subject everything to Himself, will [not only] transform [but completely refashion] our earthly bodies so that they will be like His glorious resurrected body.”
Philippians‬ 3:12-21‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.3.12-21.AMP



I. ___________ my _____________

“Not that I have already obtained it [this goal of being Christlike] or have already been made perfect, but I actively press on so that I may take hold of that [perfection] for which Christ Jesus took hold of me and made me His own. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.”
	     Philippians‬ 3:12-13‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.3.12-13.AMP


“You will never succeed in life if you try to hide your sins. Confess them and give them up; then God will show mercy to you.”
	    Proverbs‬ 28:13‬ GNT‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/68/pro.28.13.GNT


II. ____________ the _______________

“Of course, my friends, I really do not think that I have already won it; the one thing I do, however, is to forget what is behind me and do my best to reach what is ahead.”
	     Philippians‬ 3:13‬ GNT‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/68/php.3.13.GNT


“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.”
	    Philippians‬ 3:13‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.3.13.AMP


“Do not remember the former things, Or ponder the things of the past. Listen carefully, I am about to do a new thing, Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it? I will even put a road in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert.”
.   Isaiah‬ 43:18-19‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/1588/isa.43.18-19.AMP


“But the Lord says, “Do not cling to events of the past or dwell on what         happened long ago. Watch for the new thing I am going to do. It is happening already—you can see it now! I will make a road through the wilderness and give you streams of water there.”
	    Isaiah‬ 43:18-19‬ GNT‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/68/isa.43.18-19.GNT


“This is what God says, the God who builds a road right through the ocean, who carves a path through pounding waves, The God who summons horses and chariots and armies— they lie down and then can’t get up; they’re snuffed out like so many candles: “Forget about what’s happened; don’t keep going over old history. Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it? There it is! I’m making a road through the desert, rivers in the badlands. Wild animals will say ‘Thank you!’ —the coyotes and the buzzards— Because I provided water in the desert, rivers through the sun-baked earth, Drinking water for the people I chose, the people I made especially for myself, people custom-made to praise me.”
	    Isaiah‬ 43:16-21‬ MSG‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/97/isa.43.16-21.MSG


Two things we must stop focusing on: 
1. Sins
2. Successes

“Jesus said to him, “Anyone who starts to plow and then keeps looking back is of no use for the Kingdom of God.”
	     Luke‬ 9:62‬ GNT‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/68/luk.9.62.GNT


III. __________ on the _____________
 
“I press on toward the goal to win the [heavenly] prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature [pursuing spiritual perfection] should have this attitude. And if in any respect you have a different attitude, that too God will make clear to you.”
     Philippians 3:14-15 AMP

“I’m not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made. But I am well on my way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. I’m off and running, and I’m not turning back.”
	     Philippians‬ 3:12-14‬ MSG‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/97/php.3.12-14.MSG


“You’ve all been to the stadium and seen the athletes race. Everyone runs;     one wins. Run to win. All good athletes train hard. They do it for a gold medal that tarnishes and fades. You’re after one that’s gold eternally.”
	    1 Corinthians‬ 9:24-25‬ MSG‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/97/1co.9.24-25.MSG


“Therefore, whether we are at home [on Earth] or away from home [and with Him], it is our [constant] ambition to be pleasing to Him.”
	    2 Corinthians‬ 5:9‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/1588/2co.5.9.AMP

IV. ____________ to the ______________

“Not that I have already obtained it [this goal of being Christlike] or have already been made perfect, but I actively press on so that I may take hold of that [perfection] for which Christ Jesus took hold of me and made me His own. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, All of us who are mature [pursuing spiritual perfection] should have this attitude. And if in any respect you have a different attitude, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us stay true to what we have already attained.”
	      Philippians‬ 3:12-13, 15-16‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.3.12-16.AMP


“I have fought the good and worthy and noble fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith [firmly guarding the gospel against error]. In the future there is reserved for me the [victor’s] crown of righteousness [for being right with God and doing right], which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that [great] day—and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved and longed for and welcomed His appearing.”
	      2 Timothy‬ 4:7-8‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/1588/2ti.4.7-8.AMP




       Two Promises To Ponder:

“Let us not grow weary or become discouraged in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap, if we do not give in.” 
Galatians 6:9 AMP

https://bible.com/bible/1588/gal.6.9.AMP


“I am convinced and confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will [continue to] perfect and complete it until the day of Christ Jesus [the time of His return].”
Philippians‬ 1:6‬ AMP‬‬‬‬‬‬

https://bible.com/bible/1588/php.1.6.AMP


Answer Key:
1. Face my Faults
2. Forget the Former
3. Focus on the Future
4. Fight to the Finish
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