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Introduction: 
God's will for every person is to personally grow and mature.  The book of James defines what maturity means and looks like.

Myths about Spiritual Maturity:
 
*  It's not: Age
 
*  It's not: Appearance 
 
*  It's not: Achievement 
 
*  It's not: Academics
 
God says maturity is determined by attitude.

God says maturity is about your attitude.  Attitude is what makes the difference.  It's your character.  D. L. Moody said, "Character is what you are in the dark."  Recognition is what people say about you, character is what God says about you.  God says it's your attitude that determines whether you're mature or not.  God wants you to grow up and have a Christlike attitude.  






“Therefore let us get past the elementary stage in the teachings about the Christ, advancing on to maturity and perfection and spiritual completeness, [doing this] without laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God.” (Hebrews 6:1 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/heb.6.1.AMP


Characteristics of Spiritual Maturity:


Positive  ____________________________

“Be assured that the testing of your faith [through experience] produces endurance [leading to spiritual maturity, and inner peace]. And let endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough work, so that you may be perfect and completely developed [in your faith], lacking in nothing.” (James 1:4 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.1.4.AMP

“Blessed [happy, spiritually prosperous, favored by God] is the man who is steadfast under trial and perseveres when tempted; for when he has passed the test and been approved, he will receive the [victor’s] crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” (James 1:12 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.1.12.AMP


Practicing  ______________________________

“If, however, you are [really] fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself [that is, if you have an unselfish concern for others and do things for their benefit]” you are doing well.” (James 2:8 AMP) 

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.2.8.AMP

“One of them, a lawyer [an expert in Mosaic Law], asked Jesus a question, to test Him: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” And Jesus replied to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself [that is, unselfishly seek the best or higher good for others].’ The whole Law and the [writings of the] Prophets depend on these two commandments.”
(Matthew 22:35-40 AMP)


“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father [you favored of God, appointed to eternal salvation], inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; I was naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me [with help and ministering care]; I was in prison, and you came to Me [ignoring personal danger].’ Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? And when did we see You as a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ The King will answer and say to them, ‘I assure you and most solemnly say to you, to the extent that you did it for one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it for Me.” (Matthew 25:34-40 AMP) 

https://bible.com/bible/1588/mat.25.34-40.AMP


Perfecting ______________________________

“For we all stumble and sin in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says [never saying the wrong thing], he is a perfect man [fully developed in character, without serious flaws], able to bridle his whole body and rein in his entire nature [taming his human faults and weaknesses]. Now if we put bits into the horses’ mouths to make them obey us, we guide their whole body as well. And look at the ships. Even though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the impulse of the helmsman determines. In the same sense, the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See [by comparison] how great a forest is set on fire by a small spark!” (James 3:2-5 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.3.2-5.AMP


“Do not let unwholesome [foul, profane, worthless, vulgar] words ever come out of your mouth, but only such speech as is good for building up others, according to the need and the occasion, so that it will be a blessing to those who hear [you speak]. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [but seek to please Him], by whom you were sealed and marked [branded as God’s own] for the day of redemption [the final deliverance from the consequences of sin].” (Ephesians 4:29-30 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/eph.4.29-30.AMP


Promoting _____________________

“What leads to [the unending] quarrels and conflicts among you? Do they not come from your [hedonistic] desires that wage war in your [bodily] members [fighting for control over you]? You are jealous and covet [what others have] and your lust goes unfulfilled; so you murder. You are envious and cannot obtain [the object of your envy]; so you fight and battle. You do not have because you do not ask [it of God]. You ask [God for something] and do not receive it, because you ask with wrong motives [out of selfishness or with an unrighteous agenda], so that [when you get what you want] you may spend it on your [hedonistic] desires.” (James 4:1-3 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.4.1-3.AMP


“Through pride and presumption come nothing but strife, But [skillful and godly] wisdom is with those who welcome [well-advised] counsel.” (Proverbs 13:10 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/pro.13.10.AMP


“Believers, do not speak against or slander one another. He who speaks [self-righteously] against a brother or judges his brother [hypocritically], speaks against the Law and judges the Law. If you judge the Law, you are not a doer of the Law but a judge of it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy [the one God who has the absolute power of life and death]; but who are you to [hypocritically or self-righteously] pass judgment on your neighbor?” (James 4:11-12 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.4.11-12.AMP

“Therefore you have no excuse or justification, everyone of you who [hypocritically] judges and condemns others; for in passing judgment on another person, you condemn yourself, because you who judge [from a position of arrogance or self-righteousness] are habitually practicing the very same things [which you denounce]. And we know that the judgment of God falls justly and in accordance with truth on those who practice such things. But do you think this, O man, when you judge and condemn those who practice such things, and yet do the same yourself, that you will escape God’s judgment and elude His verdict?”
(Romans 2:1-3 AMP)

“Do you not know that the saints (God’s people) will [one day] judge the world? If the world is to be judged by you, are you not competent to try trivial (insignificant, petty) cases? Do you not know that we [believers] will judge angels? How much more then [as to] matters of this life?”
(1 Corinthians 6:2-3 AMP)



Patiently _____________________

“So wait patiently, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits [expectantly] for the precious harvest from the land, being patient about it, until it receives the early and late rains. You know we call those blessed [happy, spiritually prosperous, favored by God] who were steadfast and endured [difficult circumstances]. You have heard of the patient endurance of Job and you have seen the Lord’s outcome [how He richly blessed Job]. The Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.” (James 5:7-11 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.5.7-11.AMP


“Therefore, confess your sins to one another [your false steps, your offenses], and pray for one another, that you may be healed and restored. The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a righteous man (believer) is able to accomplish much [when put into action and made effective by God—it is dynamic and can have tremendous power].” (James 5:16 AMP)

https://bible.com/bible/1588/jas.5.16.AMP














Questions to Ponder:
 
1.  How do you handle problems?  Do you get uptight, negative, grumble, gripe, complain or are you positive under pressure?
 
2.  Do you show love to other people?  Are you concerned about their needs, desires, cares, hurts, or do you only see yourself?  Do you only pray for yourself or do you pray for others?
 
3.  Can you manage your mouth?  Managing your mouth is a mark of maturity.
 
4.  Are you a troublemaker or are you a peacemaker?  Do you have a tendency to stir things up?  Do you have a hair-trigger temper where someone can tick you off quickly?  Do you carry a grudge?  Do you find yourself nursing bitterness?  Or are you a peacemaker?
 
5.  How long can you wait for an answer to prayer without giving up?  Maybe God has every intention of giving it but He's waiting to teach you maturity.  
 
No matter where you are, we all have to work to mature ourselves.  




Answer Key:

Positive under Pressure 
Practicing the Royal Law
Perfecting our Mouths
Promoting Peace 
Patiently Prayerful
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